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Police officer resigns after burglary charge

By £

STAMFORD d police
aificer chirged with bu 1 West
Side fumiture store with his girlfriend
last year cut & deal with prosecutors that
cills for him tor

Robért Velme, 36, apparently handed
| es esterday morn-
ruilty in state Supe-

department,
Tosard. “It’s an unfortunate thing, but we

wish him well on his future endeavors
He made p mistake, and he acknowl-
edged it”

felme pleaded guilty to the redoced
charge of second-degree criminal tres-
pass, & misdemeanor, He originally was
charged with third-degree burglary,
which 15 a felony, along with fourth-
depgree larceny and conspiracy al both,

State's Attorney Steve Weiss said
Velme responded 1o the call of u break-
in at the Ethan Allen furniture store,
2046 W, Mam St on Jan. 16, 2002,
while on |JL|E}

Velme huod n civilian, Kristine Rizzo,
with him and allowed her to take prop-
erty from the store, the prosecutor said,
The items were recovered at Rizzo's
Hartsdale, N'Y., apartment, e %

Under the terms of the deal, Velme
will get & 90-day suspended sentence
with ane year of probation, Weiss said.
Special conditions of the probation wre
that Velme will pay restitation to the vic-
1im, make s S250 charitable coninbution
pnd get psychiatric evaluation and coun-
seling as deemed pecessary, he said

Judge John Kavanewsky Jr. asked

i,

whether Velme is on probation in any
ather junisdiction,

“He's on probation in New York.” said
his attomey, Ray Kelly.

The judge imposed the sentence, say-
ing that the chantable contribution must
be made to the Victim's Assistance Fund
within the first %0 days of probation

As purt of the plea agreement. Weiss
sadd Velme was to “execute a full resig-
nation” from the Stamford Police
Department

‘Weiss sald police officials approved
of the deal.

Chris Kalish, left, of the Edge Lab at the University of Connecticut, shows students from K.T. Murphy Elementary School yesterday how an Iris scan mrh;:
Students from left are Marleny Jimenez, Mary Minginetti, Karla Viteri and Marcus Davenpori. Below, Marcus and Oscar Cruz Machado get a hug from UConn

Husky mascot Elizabeth Gregory while visiting the school's Stamford campus.

Students get taste of higher education

By Jane Porter

Special Comaspandent

TAMFORD — Imagine a

world where a simple fin-

gerprint scan could pay for
your groceries, where you could
be identified by a flash of your
eye, where everyone goes 1o
college

Fourth- and fifth-graders
from K.T. Murphy Elementary
School entered this world of bio-
metrics and digitization while
visiting the Edge Lab yesterday
at the University of Connecti-
cul's Stamford campus,

It was part of an event organ-
ized by GE Capital and UConn
to help young students gel a
sense¢ of what college 15 all
ahout,

“The goal is 10 improve the
m]lc{c—bﬂtmd rate of kids from
K.T. Murphy.” said Mary Fran-
€0, vice president for corporate
citizenship at GE and a coordi-
nutor of the Kids to College or
K2C Collaboration program

sponsoring the event.

The program’s goal is to
increase the percentage of stu-
dents seeking a college educa-
tion,

“When you get older, you
have more choices with what
you can do with your educa-
tion,” Chris Kalish, director of
the Edge Lab, explained during
i presentation to the students
With sponsorship from GE busi-
nesses, the Edge Lab works with
vendors to define technology
partnerships.

Kalish’s demonstration was
one of four designed to teach
students about the opponunities
available should they pursue a
college education.

Students also attended a pres-
entation at the biology lah,
where they examined dissected
fetal pigs totrace the path of food
during the digestion process.

The K2C Collaboration event
aimed o teach students about
opportunities available at col-

lege and, as Trudy Frager, 11,
put it, that “you don't just sit i
a classroom and take notes al
the time.”

The students also attended &
presentation at UConn's fitnes:
center, where they learned the
imponance of fimess and nutn
tion.

Fourth-grader Luis Perez. 11
described the program as excit
ing, “We got to play a game anc
learn about muscles.” he said.

Luis and his classmates alse
learned about careers anc
options available to college stu
dents in a presentation by
UConn Career Coordinato
Helena Hollyway.

She answered their questions
which ranged from “How man;

years do 1 have 1o go o colleg

if T want to be a teacher?” 1
“How would I be able to ge
money for college™”

“The key is chotces,” Holly
way said to the students
“That's what being in colleg

Velme's attorney said the plea was
entered under the Alford Doctrine,
which does not admit guilt but concedes
the state hos enotgh evidence 1o convict
him, Before Velime entered the plea; his
attorney withdrew his not-guilty plea
and his application foraccelerated reha-
bilitation

Weiss offered Velme the deal in Apnl
and gave him until May' 12 10 make o
decision, His case was continued two
moare times before the deal went
through:

Please see OFFICER. Page ’.13
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| No agreement
reached in
molestation case
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Adults need todiscusscollege
with youngsters at an carly age,
said Juckie Joseph-Silverstein,
:Tnhh associate vice chancel-
or.

“They are going to be our stu-
dents one day, so when they get
here we want them to be well-
prepared and know what it is
they have available to them." she
said.

Shell casings recovered
from suspect’s trash

By Lindsay Faber
o

tives found three s
SRl e’

inare bn Hlaes Manalas

Canales' building at 54 W.
North St in Stamford, and was
able (o identify, her trash from
severnl preces of paper that had

har mama on §
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Treetops

While the Trectops estar
awalls a new owner, Buildirn
and Grounds Supervisor Han
Darrow continués to maintan
cage for the historic daffodils &
the cxtate, ns he has done fory
quartér of a century

Thee estate, on the
Qiasrtimed homerdar to b
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